
The plan addresses a number of specific issues, such as the balance of research and 
innovation and the integration of social sciences and humanities. 

• On the former, the strategic plan commits to provide a balanced support to 
activities with a range of maturity and of technology readiness levels, ranging 
from knowledge-generating and early-stage research to innovation, to 
demonstration and first deployment activities, such as in model regions, living 
labs and lighthouses. It also commits to strengthen collaborative research 
projects with low technology readiness levels and maturity levels under Pillar II.

• Effectively integrating social sciences and humanities into all clusters, including all 
missions and partnerships, is a key principle of the programme. This is reflected 
by flagging specific topics and requesting an assessment of their societal impact. 
Social sciences and humanities will be integrated into relevant projects, from 
their drafting to their selection and evaluation.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_1572



• The second Horizon Europe strategic plan will steer research and 
innovation funding within and beyond Europe, to tackle the key global 
challenges such as climate change, pollution and loss of biodiversity, 
the digital transition and an ageing population.

• From fundamental research to breakthrough innovation and 
deployment of innovative solutions, the strategic plan directs 
investments into the green and digital transition, building a more 
resilient, competitive, democratic and inclusive Europe.
















